February 6, 1956 
Tor The Seoretary 
- Viet sf 


Subject: HU tary Sunssnciitg 1s in She, far East, January 2GeFebruary 6 


in the Formosa Straits area the period has been one of sarting time while 
the bulldeup of Shinese communiat str ging vower ageinet the offshore islands 
continues. There have been numerous air attacks by each side, but with Httle 
serious dasage ragultings and a few attacks by surface vessels against outlying 
islandge ; : 


in the Tecgheng the Sniacus of artillery and AA fire power on ichtang hae 
proaveded, wat bombardment o. the “ein Tacken islands has not been hoavy or 
continuous. YTushen, about 6G wiles aorta, waa triedly anc ineffeatuelly bome 
barded .ron the sea. ~hat'e waa no slynifieant aetivicy in the latsu group, 
while ip the Chinagen ( memoy) moun activity wee confined to svoradio and light 
exchanges of artillery Tiree 


The vot mow accepts the progonce of /IGel7a at Chie Heing Airfield near 
Shenghead, number unimowie This is the first inetense of that alrorart being 
sdemtisisd in vhinae % is an Luproved version of the .ileli, zagable of ape 
erating at hichor altitwhas and with « sonlat$ radius of about 400 nautloal 
tiles (.9 socgared with 360 Tor tha 15}. 


. The “ateh Couaittee this week concluded: "COs have sufficient strength 
opsesite Tachens for an assenult on thasa islands, There are indisetions of 
cC prevarations for further offensive ogerationa in this area im imcediate _ 
future, probably including heavy air attests and amshibious lendings. Such 
attacks can bo leunched without additional warninces oresent indications voint 
to likeliheod of such atteeks orior to a possible Nationalist evacuations" 


Tne vwateh Vora ttee aleo coneludui: “Awaiiable information does not inw 
' dicate that Gs are about to undertake majer amyhiblous attacks asainet Sateu 
or Ghinmen, although they ratain their papebl sa ty. to attack these islands with 
little or no warninge® 


in the soree arch, on “ebruary 2, a . AP reconnaissance Bed5 escorted by 
Six re8Gs was attacked by eight IGelos at a paint shouwh 12615 miles off the 
fest cougt near the igland of Tokto at approximately the 39th Parallel. The 
J& escort engaged the ifGa and shot tum domi, the revainder breaking off and 
departing.s There was no damage to US sireralte 


We Park Armetrong, dite 
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